
A Balance of square footage and style

To preserve this Craftsman-style house’s intimate character despite an increase in square 
footage from 2100 to 4000, Gardner Architects removed the existing roof and second floor, 
added a garden-facing addition, and unified all elements under a form-hugging roof. The 

original second floor was more of an attic space and not all that functional. Additionally, the floor 
structure was insufficient for bearing the new loads. The kitchen, an integral part of the added rooms, 
connects to the dining room, veranda, and screened porch—all of which overlook the terraced 
garden. Sky-lit second-floor rooms are tucked under the roof in front and open onto an airy balcony 
at the rear. The sensitive integration of an Asian-modern sensibility can be seen in the veranda that 
joins the interior and the exterior spaces, with its shoji-inspired window and screen panels.

Designer Gardner Architects, gardnerarchitectsllc.com   Project location Bethesda, Md.   
Photos Celia Pearson; Courtesy of Amy Gardner (facing page, lower right)
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“�The clients are rock climbers; they appreciate edges, layering, heights, 
and slivers of light cascading down walls. So this house plays with 
space, light, function, and relaxation on equal levels.” 

—Brett Nave, Studio.BNA

CONTINUED       
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Modern in the mountains

Tasked with creating a small home that feels open  
and spacious, as well as outdoorsy yet sheltered, Studio.

BNA Architects opted for a straightforward two-story gable 
form, simple details, and a limited materials palette—all 
of which work well with the grain elevators, ranches, and 
farmhouses that dot the local landscape. These choices also 
enabled them to fit a contemporary structure into the rural 
mountain setting. To maintain reasonable privacy on a lot that 
is fully visible from the road, they located the guest house to 
screen the main house from public view.

Designer Studio.BNA Architects, studiobna.com     
Project location Livingston, Mont.   Photos Tina Stinson
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Sloped-Site solution

When replacing a small bungalow with one for a family of six, Matt Fajkus 
Architecture used the site’s 30-ft. vertical elevation change to their advantage and 

included a finished basement in the plan. A variance for a standard basement allowed 
the lot to be developed to its full potential without negatively impacting the streetscape; 
the basement contains a media room and a fitness room, as well as extra storage space 
for outdoor gear. From the basement, glass doors open onto the front patio, where 
a barbecue area creates an inviting street-front presence, which is in keeping with 
the Old West Austin Neighborhood Association’s residential guidelines for promoting 
architectural diversity while maintaining the prevailing character of the neighborhood.

Designer Matt Fajkus Architecture, mfarchitecture.com   Project location Austin, Texas   Photos Tod Grubbs (left and 
top center); Charles D. Smith (bottom center); Courtesy of Matt Fajkus Architecture (right)
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let’s tAlK design
For all things related to design, including 

additional photos of the projects shown here, our 
new design blog, and an opportunity to submit 
your own projects to be considered for publication, 
visit FineHomebuilding.com/design.
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